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POLICY ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF DONATIONS
1. All memberships will be acknowledged with a membership card.  All donations under $250 will be acknowledged with a thank you note which includes the donated amount. 

2. All donations (cash or non-cash) of $250 or more will be acknowledged in accordance with the requirements of 170(f)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code. This includes donations of real property interests and cash donations received in connection with acceptance of real property interests. The amount of cash received must be specified; however, as to non cash property ( for example a easement) a description  (but not value) of the property will suffice. The acknowledgement will be considered to be contemporaneous if received on or before the date the taxpayer files a return for the taxable year in which the contribution was made. 

3. All non-cash donations of $500.00 or more will be acknowledged in accordance with the requirements of IRS Form 8283. The Evergreen Conservancy is to inform prospective donors of conservation easements that it is the duty of the donor to (a) obtain a qualified appraisal from a qualified appraiser in accordance with applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code; and (b) at least ____ days prior to the date required to be returned to donor, submit to the Evergreen Conservancy a fully completed IRS Form 8283 (i) signed by both the donor and the appraiser; and (ii) accompanied by a complete and accurate copy of the qualified appraisal supporting the fair market value set forth on Form 8283. The appraisal is to be kept with the base line documentation supporting the conservation easement. The following persons are authorized to sign Form 8283 on behalf of the Evergreen Conservancy. 

4. The Evergreen Conservancy will make available to prospective conservation easement donors, or direct them to, guidance from the IRS or other reputable sources, such as Land Trust Alliance (www.lta.org) Pennsylvania Land Trust Association (www.conserveland.org) or the Appraisal Standards Board of the Appraisal Foundation (www.appraisalfoundation.org), as to the requirements for a “qualified appraised conservation easement donations in the past may ve furnished to prospective donors if there is a clearly communicated disclaimer that the Evergreen Conservancy is not requiring or recommending the employment of any particular appraiser. 

5. The Evergreen Conservancy will inform prospective conservation easement donors that (a) representatives of the Evergreen Conservancy and /or its counsel may, but are not obligated to, communicate directly with the appraiser selected by the donor and furnish information pertinent to the appraisal (whether or before or after delivery of the appraisal; (b) that the appraisal may, but need not , be reviewed for conformance with information pertinent to the property obtained by the Evergreen Conservancy in the course of its conservation planning activities; and (c) that the appraisal is based upon one or more assumptions that are, in the opinion of Evergreen Conservancy or counsel for Evergreen Conservancy, incorrect or materially misleading. 

Adopted by the Evergreen Conservancy Board of Directors on 
September 6, 2007



The mission of the Evergreen Conservancy is to advance the preservation, protection and stewardship of natural, cultural, and historical resources in and around Indiana County, Pennsylvania.  






